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Genetic Engineering in Agriculture: Four Perspectives on Benefits and Hazards
Four experts from experts from the field of genetic engineering will come together on February 5th, 2009 to discuss what they believe to be the most significant aspects of genetically modified organisms. Discussion will be guided by Dan Hilburn, Plant Division Administrator for the Oregon Department of Agriculture. Come with your most pressing questions on this topic as there will be time to raise them with the panelists after the initial discussion. The event is hosted by the Friends of Straub Environmental Learning Center.
Panel Information:

Date: Thursday, Feb. 5, 2009

Location: Salem Public Library 
Time: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Host: Friends of Straub Environmental Learning Center

Format: Each panelist speaks for five minutes on what they believe are the most significant aspects of the issue. After all four have finished speaking, each panelist can make further comments in response for 2-3 minutes. The moderator can also summarize the comments and bring up any subject he believes has not been addressed. Then the program will be opened up to questions from the audience.

Moderator:

Dan Hilburn, Ph.D.
Plant Division Administrator, Oregon Department of Agriculture  
Oversees the Nursery, Insect Pest Prevention & Management, Noxious Weed Control, and Native Plant Conservation programs
Member of Oregon’s Invasive Species Council and State Weed Board

B.A. in Biology - Middlebury College in Vermont, M.S. in Entomology - University of Maine; Ph.D. in Entomology - Virginia Tech. 

Panelists: 

David Harry, Ph.D. 

Director of Forest Molecular Breeding and Outreach; Associate Director of Outreach in Biotechnology, Department of Forest Ecosystems and Society, Oregon State University

B.S. – University of Washington, M.S., Ph.D. in Genetics -, University of California at Berkeley
25 years of professional experience in academia, federal research, and the private sector.

Has dedicated his career to helping develop and implement genetic tools for improved forestry and agricultural breeding.

http://agsci.oregonstate.edu/orb/ 
Lisa Weasel, Ph.D.
Molecular Biologist

Associate Professor of Biology, Portland State University
Author of newly-released book, Food Fray: Inside the Controversy over Genetically Modified Food
She has a concentration in “interdisciplinary research investigating the social and ethical dimensions of biotechnology in a global context.”

Co-authored or contributed chapters in several other books, published 12 journal articles 
Recipients of National Science Foundation CAREER Award as the principal investigator for The Global Helix: Ethics and Equity Issues in International Biotechnology. 

A.B. in Biology – Harvard; PhD in Cell and Molecular Biology – Cambridge
www.lisaweasel.com
Terry Witt

Executive Director, Oregonians for Food and Shelter 
Mission: “OFS is a pro-active, member-funded, grass roots coalition which works to protect the rights of natural resource based businesses in Oregon.  Our primary focus is protecting those who responsibly use pest management products, soil nutrients and biotechnology from government over-regulation, however, we also get involved in a variety of other issues impacting farmers, foresters and urban businesses relating to natural resources.”
B.S. in Management - Purdue

www.ofsonline.org
Rick North

Project Director, Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility’s Campaign for Safe Food 
Oregon PSR Mission: To eliminate nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, achieve a healthy and sustainable environment, and reduce violence and its causes. The CSF mission is to work for the establishment of agriculture and a food supply in Oregon that does not use genetically modified organisms.

B.A. in Nonwestern Studies – Mt. Union; M.A. in History – U. of Akron

www.oregonpsr.org
